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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)Q This action is FINAL 2b)£3 This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 03 Claim(s) 1^8 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

y{fy Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 
2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
ty^Q Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 04/06/01 . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20060501 



Application/Control Number: 09/827,094 
Art Unit: 2625 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendment filed on December 8, 2005 has been entered and made of 
record. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see Pages 2-7, filed December 8, 2005, with respect to 
the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-8 under Saiga (JP 06095040) have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon 
further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Leberl et al (US 
6,122,078). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1,8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Leberl et 
al (IS 6,122,078). 

Regarding claim 1, which is representative of claim 8, Leberl teaches a an image 
pickup device comprising: a first lens 1005 configured to transmit light that enters from a 
first direction; a second lens 1007 configured to transmit light that enters fro ma second 
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direction, which is different from said first direction; a photo receiving face 1001A-C 
configured to receive light passed through said first lens and light passed through said 
second lens; and a light shield plate 1015,1017 wherein said light shield plate prevents 
an interference between a first light flux that passes through said first lens and travels 
towards said photo receiving face and a second light flux that passes through said 
second lens and travels toward said photo receiving face so that said first and second 
light fluxes are not overlapped with each other on said photo receiving face (Fig 10A; 
Col 28 Lines 65-Col 29 Line 10). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Leberl (US 6,122,078) in view of Matsumura et al (US 4,563,576). 

For claim 2, Leberl disclose the image pickup device and method as discussed 

above. 

Leberl does not disclose expressly a translucent member including a plate- 
shaped part which is almost parallel to said photo receiving face to protect said photo 
receiving face, wherein said translucent member is constructed by a plurality of 
translucent member pieces divided so as to be adapted to placement of said light 
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shielding plate, and said translucent member pieces are disposed so as to sandwich 
said light shield plate. 

Matsumura discloses a translucent member (10,16) including a plate-shaped part 
which is almost parallel to said photo receiving face to protect said photo receiving face, 
wherein said translucent member is constructed by a plurality of translucent member 
pieces divided so as to be adapted to placement of said light shielding plate, and said 
translucent member pieces are disposed so as to sandwich said light shield plate (Fig 
2). 

Laberl & Matsumura are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, imaging devices. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine Matsumura with Leberl et al. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to abet in eliminating 
the need to place and extra light source in the optical system. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Matsumura with Leberl to 
obtain the invention as specified in claim 2. 

Considering claim 3, Matsumura teaches wherein said translucent member 
pieces and said light shield plate are formed integrally (Fig 2). 

Considering claim 4, Matsumura teaches wherein each of said translucent 
member pieces comprises at least two side walls which extend from said plate-shaped 
part and are in contact with a photo receiving element including said photo receiving 
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face so as to maintain a constant distance between said plate-shaped part and said 
photo receiving face (Fig 2). 

Regarding claim 5, Matsumura teaches wherein said side wall surround a space 
between said translucent member piece and said photo receiving face by a combination 
with said light shield plate (Fig 2). 

Considering claim 6, Matsumura teaches means for changing a travel direction of 
at least one of light passed through said first lens and light passed through said second 
lens so that the light travels toward said photo receiving face (Col 4 Lines 9-10). 
6. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Leberl et 
al (US 6,122,078) and further in view of Tsuchida (US 6,163,41 1). 

Leberl disclose the image pickup device as discussed above. 

Leberl do not disclose expressly a portable telephone including an image pickup 

device. 

Tsuchida discloses a portable telephone including an image pickup device. 
Leberl & Tsuchida are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to include Tsuchida with Leberl. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been as all three systems 
involve a lens system and an image pickup apparatus. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Tsuchida with Leberl to obtain 
the invention as specified in claim 7. 
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Conclusion 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Heather D. Gibbs whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7404. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Thu 8AM-7PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Heather D Gibbs 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 
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